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Project value 
£24,950
Build time
4 months 
Size of project
150m2

Awards
Pro Landscaper 
small project BIG 
IMPACT Awards 
2019, Design 
Under £25,000 
Shortlist

P R O J E C T 
D E T A I L S

S U C C E S S
S LO P I N G

B L AC K H E AT H 
T E R R AC E D  G A R D E N 

A N  O L D - F A S H I O N E D  L O N D O N  T O W N  G A R D E N ,  W I T H 
L I M I T E D  U S A B L E  S P A C E  F O R  T H E I R  Y O U N G  C H I L D R E N 

R E Q U I R E D  A  C O M P L E T E  R E D E S I G N  T O  M A K E  T H E 
S P A C E  F U N C T I O N A L  A G A I N

C A T H E R I N E  C L A N C Y  G A R D E N  D E S I G N

These zones, or terraces, each have a 

different function. The BBQ area immediately 

outside the kitchen door and the built-in seating 

area were kept as small as possible to maximise 

the lawn, but at the same time provide enough 

space to entertain. Lower down, maximising the 

green lawn area was crucial for the children to 

play on, but also in improving the air pollution 

L ong, thin, sloping, with shrubs to the side and a path down the 

middle; this London town garden was old fashioned with little 

useable space. Having refurbished the house, a small extension 

to the back now meant floor to ceiling sliding doors gave the 

clients vast views of their garden. This, combined with the fact it had 

been used as a building site during the home renovation, meant the client 

had started to think about what could be done with the garden. 
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Client brief 
First and foremost, Catherine Clancy Garden 

Design’s client wanted a garden the whole 

family could enjoy, which would make the best 

use of the space given its steeply sloping and 

narrow form. 

A garden for the whole family for these clients 

meant a real lawn area as big as possible, an 

outside kitchen with a gas BBQ and ring to make 

risotto as well as a bed for herbs, a seating area 

directly outside the house for morning coffee, a 

swing set and cosy seating area at the bottom of 

the garden, mood lighting, decking and a water 

feature. The clients also wanted to disguise the 

garage at the end of the garden, whilst keeping 

easy, safe access to it from the garden. 

Contemporary in design, the garden was to be in 

keeping with the interior of the newly refurbished 

home; blue, white, purple and yellow flowers were 

to bring the space to life. The old magnolia tree 

also needed to be kept. 

Design and build 
With approximately a 2.6m drop over 20m from 

the level of the house floor to the bottom of the 

garden, some might have shied away from the 

challenge. Catherine Clancy embraced it, using 

the shape to her advantage, splitting it into 

different zones. 
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R E F E R E N C E S

Design
Catherine Clancy Garden Design
www.catherineclancy.com 

Build 
Bes landscapes 
www.beslandscapes.co.uk

Plants
Provender nurseries
www.provendernurseries.co.uk 

Decking
Thermowood
www.timbercut4u.co.uk  

Sleepers and fencing materials
Orchard Fencing
www.orchardfencing.co.uk

Paint for sleepers and fencing
Protek
www.protekwoodstain.co.uk

Outdoor kitchen worktop
Stoneworld
www.stoneworld.co.uk

Waterblade
Primrose
www.primrose.co.uk

ABOUT CATHERINE CLANCY

Catherine Clancy is a passionate garden designer 

and RHS qualified horticulturist. Catherine studied 

garden design at the English Garden School and is 

a fully registered member of the Society of Garden 

Designers and British Association of Landscape 

Industries. Since 2005, she has created high quality, 

beautifully planted, functional outdoor spaces for 

clients, focusing on making the most of the garden 

space available in small London gardens. 

www.catherineclancy.com

within the garden, due to the property’s location 

being close to a main road and motorway. At 

the bottom of the garden, planning permission 

had been granted to convert the garage into a 

garden studio and garage, but there wasn’t 

enough budget for both, so it was decided just 

to landscape the garden and make the most of 

the deck seating area outside.

Slatted fencing was used to give privacy 

without compromising on light and without 

accentuating the long, thin garden shape. A 

water blade feature was also installed adjacent 

to the seating area, further assisting in 

minimising the traffic noise. ThermaWood 

decking complemented the wooden floor inside 

the house and also echoed the wooden fascia 

of the school to the rear of the garden. 

Softwood Sleepers were used to create the 

raised planters providing a much softer look 

than rendered raised beds and a comfier 

seating experience. The paint colours selected 

for the sleepers reflect the interior style and 

echo fence colours used in a neighbours’ 

gardens. The blue/grey paint also complements 

the dark blue part of the exterior of the school 

behind the garden. 

The light at night gives the garden a great 

atmosphere; festoon lights hang from the 

magnolia tree, wall lights on the fencing and 

step lights draw the clients to the seating area 

in the evening. 

Planting 
Agapanthus, salvias, foxgloves, geraniums  

and Euonymus were used for summer colour in 

keeping with the clients desired colour palette. 

Shade-loving evergreen ferns and hostas were 

chosen for the bed under the outside kitchen 

and seat, providing a soft edge to the deck 

when viewed from the garden and give winter 

interest. The magnolia tree was incorporated 

into a bed in one of the terraces, which was DURING WORKSDURING WORKS

THE GARDEN BEFORE

BEFORE: TOWARDS THE HOUSE

DESIGN PLAN:  
LOWER SECTION

DESIGN PLAN

INSPIRE

tricky to do as the terrace levels needed to  

be worked around the tree. The large, mature 

laurel tree at the end of the garden was retained 

due to its value as a screening tree. 

Challenges 
For a garden of this size and the features 

required, making sure it was within the client’s 

budget of £25k was challenging for Catherine 

Clancy Garden Design. After the initial materials 

quote came back well over budget, both the 

clients and landscaping team had to rethink 

costs without compromising the layout, style  

or design.

Rendered walls were replaced with painted 

softwood sleepers and the expensive bespoke 

trellis was replaced with softwood or concrete 

fence posts as required, wooden batons, and 

painted on site. The client even got involved, 

sourcing beautiful but cost-effective decking. 

The old garden table was repurposed, its legs 

painted, and the top covered with left over 

decking. The remainder of the decking was 

used to create a sturdy sofa for the decking 

area at the end of the garden. The outside 

kitchen was built using concrete gravel boards 

slotted into concrete fence posts with an offcut 

slate kitchen worktop and ceramic tiles.
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